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(57) ABSTRACT

An optical branching/synthesizing device 20A includes an
optical branching coupler group 25A and an optical combiner
26. The optical branching coupler group 25A includes a first-
stage optical branching coupler 22 that receives a down-
stream optical signal Sd from an OLT device 12 at light
input/output end 22a, and second-stage optical branching
couplers 23 and 24 including light input/output ends 235 and
24a connected to light input/output ends 22¢ and 224 of the
optical branching coupler 22 at the previous stage, respec-
tively. A light input/output ends 23a, 235, 24a, 24b of the
optical branching couplers 23 and 24 transmit the down-
stream optical signal Sd to each ONU device 13 and receive
upstream optical signals Su from the ONU devices 13. The
optical combiner combines the upstream optical signals Su
output from the light input/output ends 225, 234, and 245 of
the optical branching couplers 22 to 24.

16 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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1
OPTICAL BRANCHING/SYNTHESIZING
DEVICE

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to an optical branching/syn-
thesizing device for use in an optical distribution network.

BACKGROUND ART

Patent Document 1 describes an optical branching module
for use in the fields such as optical communication. FIG. 5 is
a diagram showing a configuration of this optical branching
module. This optical branching module 100 includes an opti-
cal branching circuit 103, two reflective plates 104a and
1044, and a plurality of optical fibers 105. The optical branch-
ing circuit 103 has a configuration in which a plurality of
optical branching elements 102, 106, 107a, and 1076 are
connected in multiple stages through an optical waveguide
101 on a substrate. The reflective plate 104a reflects one light
beam branched in the optical branching element 106 back to
the optical branching element 1074. The reflective plate 1045
reflects the other light beam branched in the optical branching
element 106 back to the optical branching element 1074.

CITATION LIST
Patent Literature

Patent Document 1: Japanese Patent Application Laid-
Open Publication No. 2008-276001

SUMMARY OF INVENTION
Technical Problem

In an optical distribution network in which optical commu-
nication is performed between an optical line terminal (here-
inafter referred to as an OLT device) on the base station side
and a plurality of optical network units (hereinafter referred to
as ONU devices) on the subscriber side, an optical branching
device, such as the optical branching module 100 shown in
FIG. 5, is used in order to branch a downstream optical signal
from the OLT device to the ONU devices. The optical branch-
ing device in general branches an optical signal into a desired
number of optical signals through a plurality of stages in such
a manner as to branch a downstream optical signal from the
OLT device into two and further branch each of the down-
stream optical signals into two.

By contrast, upstream optical signals are output from the
ONU devices to the OLT device. These upstream optical
signals flow back through the optical splitters such as the
optical branching elements 102, 106, 1074, and 1075 shown
in FIG. 5 and therefore suffer a large loss every time passing
through them. For example, when an upstream optical signal
is input from the output side of a one-input two-output optical
splitter, the intensity of the upstream optical signal taken out
from the input side of the optical splitter is about %2 of the
input upstream optical signal. In the optical branching mod-
ule 100 shown in FIG. 5, for example, every time an upstream
optical signal passes through each of the optical branching
elements 102, 107a (or 1075) and 106, its intensity becomes
14, and the intensity of the upstream optical signal eventually
attenuates down to 4 of that of the input upstream optical
signal. In general, in a one-input n-output (n is an integer
equal to or greater than two) optical branching device, the
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intensity of the upstream optical signal attenuates to about 1/n
of that of the input upstream optical signal.

In recent years, with the increasing number of subscribers
to the optical distribution network, there arises a need to
increase the number n of branches in an optical branching
device. Increasing the number n of branches, however, attenu-
ates the intensity of an upstream optical signal more signifi-
cantly as described above and may make reception at the OLT
device difficult. In the one-input n-output optical branching
device, a downstream optical signal also attenuates to about
1/n when reaching each ONU device. Such attenuation of a
downstream optical signal, however, can be solved by
increasing the intensity of a downstream optical signal at the
base station even when the number n of branches increases.
By contrast, increasing the intensity of an upstream optical
signal at each ONU device in order to solve attenuation of the
upstream optical signal is undesirable because it imposes a
burden on the existing subscribers.

The present invention is made in view of such a problem
and aims to provide an optical branching/synthesizing device
capable of maintaining a sufficient intensity of the upstream
optical signal received at the OLT device.

Solution to Problem

An optical branching/synthesizing device according to the
present invention is for use in an optical distribution network
in which optical communication is performed between an
OLT device on a base station side and a plurality of ONU
devices on a subscriber side. This optical branching/synthe-
sizing device includes a first-stage optical branching coupler,
a final-stage optical branching coupler, and an optical com-
biner. The first-stage optical branching coupler is an optical
branching coupler including a pair of first light input/output
ends and a pair of second light input/output ends, branching
light input from one of the pair of first light input/output ends
to the pair of second light input/output ends, and branching
light input from one of the pair of second light input/output
ends to the pair of first light input/output ends. The first-stage
optical branching coupler receives a downstream optical sig-
nal having a first wavelength at one of the pair of first light
input/output ends from the OLT device. The final-stage opti-
cal branching coupler is an optical branching coupler includ-
ing a pair of third light input/output ends and a pair of fourth
light input/output ends, branching light input from one of the
pair of third light input/output ends to the pair of fourth light
input/output ends, and branching light input from one of the
pair of fourth light input/output ends to the pair of third light
input/output ends. In the final-stage optical branching cou-
pler, one of'the pair of third light input/output ends is optically
coupled to one of the pair of second light input/output ends of
the first-stage optical branching coupler, and the pair of fourth
light input/output ends transmits the downstream signal to
each ONU device and receives an upstream optical signal
having a second wavelength from each ONU device. The
optical combiner combines the upstream optical signals out-
put from the other of the pair of first light input/output ends of
the first-stage optical branching coupler and from the other of
the pair of third light input/output ends of the final-stage
optical branching coupler.

The optical branching/synthesizing device may further
include an intermediate-stage optical branching coupler that
is arranged between the first-stage optical branching coupler
and the final-stage optical branching coupler. The intermedi-
ate-stage optical branching coupler includes a pair of sixth
light input/output ends and a pair of seventh light input/output
ends, branches light input from one of the pair of sixth light



US 9,197,950 B2

3

input/output ends to the pair of seventh light input/output
ends, and branches light input from one of the pair of seventh
light input/output ends to the pair of sixth light input/output
ends. In the intermediate-stage optical branching coupler, one
of'the pair of sixth light input/output ends is optically coupled
to one of the second light input/output ends of the first-stage
optical branching coupler, and one of the pair of seventh light
input/output ends is optically coupled to one of the pair of
third light input/output ends of the final-stage optical branch-
ing coupler. In this case, the optical combiner further com-
bines the upstream optical signal output from the other of the
pair of sixth light input/output ends of the intermediate-stage
optical branching coupler.

In the optical branching/synthesizing device described
above, when a downstream optical signal is output from the
OLT device, this downstream optical signal is input to an
optical branching coupler group at least including the first-
stage and final-stage optical branching couplers. In this opti-
cal branching coupler group, the downstream optical signal is
first input to one of the pair of first light input/output ends of
the first-stage optical branching coupler. The downstream
optical signal is then branched into two optical signals in the
first-stage optical branching coupler, and these optical signals
are output from the pair of second light input/output ends of
the first-stage optical branching coupler. The two down-
stream optical signals output from the first-stage optical
branching coupler are input to one of the pair of third light
input/output ends of each of the final-stage optical branching
couplers (in a case where the final stage is the second stage,
the number of second-stage optical branching couplers is
usually two). For example, in the case where the final stage is
the second stage, the two downstream optical signals are
further branched in a total of four optical signals by the optical
branching couplers, and these four optical signals are output
from the fourth light input/output ends of the final-stage opti-
cal branching couplers. In a case where the final stage is equal
to or greater than the N-th stage (N is an integer equal to or
greater than three), the downstream optical signal is branched
every time being input to the second to N-th stage optical
branching couplers and sent to the ONU devices (the number
of the ONU devices is 2" at most) on the subscriber side after
being output from the N-th stage optical branching coupler at
the final stage.

By contrast, when an upstream optical signal is output from
an ONU device, the upstream optical signal is first input to the
fourth light input/output end of the N-th stage optical branch-
ing coupler at the final stage. The upstream optical signal is
then branched into two optical signals in the N-th stage opti-
cal branching coupler, and the optical signals are output from
the pair of third light input/output ends of the N-th stage
optical branching coupler. Among them, the upstream optical
signal output from one of the third light input/output ends is
input to the seventh light input/output end of the (N-1)th
stage optical branching coupler at the intermediate stage, and
further branched and output from the pair of sixth light input/
output ends of the (N-1)-th stage optical branching coupler.
The branching of the upstream optical signal is thus repeated
in the optical branching couplers from the final stage to the
first stage. This is applicable to the case where the final stage
is the second-stage optical branching coupler.

The upstream optical signal branched in the optical branch-
ing couplers from the final stage to the first stage and output
from the other of the light input/output ends on the OLT side
is collected in the optical combiner. The upstream optical
signal collected in the optical combiner can be, for example,
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detected as it is by a photodetector or transmitted to a photo-
detector through a multi-mode optical fiber or a multi core
optical fiber.

In the above-described optical branching/synthesizing
device, as described above, the upstream optical signal
branched over and over again when flowing back through the
optical branching couplers from the final stage to the first
stage is eventually collected in the optical combiner. This
optical branching/synthesizing device therefore can reduce a
loss (attenuation) of the upstream optical signal in a plurality
of optical branching couplers and maintain a sufficient inten-
sity of the upstream optical signal received at the OLT device.

The optical branching/synthesizing device may further
include a first wavelength division coupler including a first
light input end receiving the downstream optical signal from
the OLT device, a fifth light input/output end optically
coupled to one of the first light input/output ends of the
first-stage optical branching coupler for outputting the down-
stream optical signal and receiving the upstream optical sig-
nal, and a first light output end outputting the upstream optical
signal input from the fifth light input/output end. In this case,
the optical combiner further combines the upstream optical
signal output from the first light output end of the first wave-
length division coupler.

In this optical branching/synthesizing device, when a
downstream optical signal is output from the OLT device, the
downstream optical signal is first input to the first light input
end of the first wavelength division coupler, passed through
the first wavelength division coupler, and output from the fifth
light input/output end to the first-stage optical branching cou-
pler. By contrast, an upstream optical signal output from one
of the first light input/output ends of the first-stage optical
branching coupler is input to the fifth light input/output end of
the first wavelength division coupler and output from the first
light output end. This upstream signal is collected in the
optical combiner together with the upstream optical signals
branched in the optical branching couplers from the final
stage to the first stage and output from the other of the light
input/output ends on the OLT side.

With the optical branching/synthesizing device, the
upstream optical signal output from one of the first light
input/output ends of the first-stage optical branching coupler
is branched in the first wavelength division coupler and sent to
the optical combiner. A loss (attenuation) of the upstream
optical signal therefore can be further reduced. The optical
branching/synthesizing device may further include a second
wavelength division coupler including second and third light
input ends receiving downstream optical signals having
wavelengths different from each other from the OLT device,
and a second light output end outputting a downstream signal
produced by combining the downstream signals having dif-
ferent wavelengths.

In the optical branching/synthesizing device, the first
wavelength may be a wavelength included in a range of not
less than 1.48 um to not more than 1.58 pum, and the second
wavelength may be a wavelength included in a range of not
less than 1.26 um to not more than 1.36 um.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

The optical branching/synthesizing device according to the
present invention can maintain a sufficient intensity of the
upstream optical signal received at the OLT device.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1is a diagram showing an exemplary configuration of
an optical distribution network including an optical branch-
ing/synthesizing device according to a first embodiment of
the present invention.
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FIG. 2 is a diagram showing a configuration of the optical
branching/synthesizing device.

FIG. 3 is a diagram showing a configuration of a second
embodiment of the optical branching/synthesizing device
according to the present invention.

FIG. 4 is a diagram showing a configuration of a third
embodiment of the optical branching/synthesizing device
according to the present invention.

FIG. 5 is a diagram showing a configuration of an optical
branching module described in Patent Document 1.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Embodiments of an optical branching/synthesizing device
according to the present invention will be described in details
below with reference to the accompanying drawings. In the
description of the drawings, the same elements are denoted
with the same reference signs and an overlapping description
will be omitted.

First Embodiment

FIG. 1is a diagram showing an exemplary configuration of
an optical distribution network (Passive Optical Network;
PON) including an optical branching/synthesizing device
according to a first embodiment of the present invention. In
this optical distribution network 10, optical communication is
performed between an OLT device 12 of a base station 11 and
a plurality of ONU devices 13 on the subscriber side (optical
line terminator on the subscriber side). The OLT device 12 is
an optical line terminator on the base station 11 side, and the
ONU devices 13 are optical line terminators on the subscriber
side. The wavelength (first wavelength) of a downstream
optical signal sent from the OLT device 12 to the ONU
devices 13 is, for example, a wavelength included in a range
of not less than 1.48 pm to not more than 1.58 pum, and
examples of the typical wavelength band include the 1.49 um
band, the 1.5 pm band, the 1.55 pm band, and the 1.57 pm
band. The wavelength (second wavelength) of an upstream
optical signal sent from each of the ONU devices 13 to the
OLT device 12 is, for example, a wavelength included in a
range of not less than 1.26 um to not more than 1.36 um, and
an example of the typical wavelength band is the 1.3 um band.

A plurality of OLT devices 12 are installed in the base
station 11, and each OLT device 12 is connected with the
ONU devices 13. Specifically, the OLT device 12 is con-
nected to a light input end 20a and a light output end 205 of an
optical branching/synthesizing device 20A through optical
fibers 14a and 145, respectively. The optical branching/syn-
thesizing device 20A includes a plurality of light input/output
ends 20c, branches a downstream optical signal input to the
light input end 204 to output the branched downstream optical
signals from the light input/output ends 20¢, and combine
upstream optical signals input to the light input/output ends
20c¢ to output the combined upstream optical signal from the
light output end 205. In the present embodiment, the number
of light input/output ends 20c is, for example, four.

Each light input/output end 20c¢ of the optical branching/
synthesizing device 20A is connected to a light input/output
end 30a of an optical splitter 30 through an optical fiber 14c¢.
The optical splitter 30 includes a plurality of light input/
output ends 305, branches a downstream optical signal input
to the light input/output end 304 to output the branched down-
stream optical signals from the light input/output ends 305,
and combines upstream optical signals input to the light
input/output ends 305 to output the combined upstream opti-
cal signal from the light input/output end 30a. The light
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input/output ends 305 are connected to the ONU devices 13
through optical fibers 144 one by one. The number of
branches in the optical splitter 30 (the number of light input/
output ends 306) is, for example, 16, 32, or 64.

FIG. 2 is a diagram showing a configuration of the optical
branching/synthesizing device 20A. As shown in FIG. 2, the
optical branching/synthesizing device 20A in the present
embodiment includes a WDM coupler 21, an optical branch-
ing coupler group 25A including a plurality of (in the present
embodiment, three) optical branching couplers 22 to 24, and
an optical combiner 26. The optical branching/synthesizing
device 20A includes the light input end 20a, the light output
end 205, and the light input/output ends 20c¢ (in the present
embodiment, the number of the light input/output ends 20c¢ is
four) as described above. The light input end 20q receives a
downstream optical signal Sd from the OLT device 12, and
the light output end 205 outputs an upstream optical signal Su
to the OLT device 12. The plurality of light input/output ends
20c¢ output downstream optical signals Sd and receive
upstream optical signals Su.

The WDM coupler 21 is a first wavelength division coupler
in the present embodiment and includes a light input end 21a,
a light input/output end 215, and a light output end 21c. The
light input end 21a is optically coupled with the light input
end 20a and receives a downstream optical signal Sd (for
example, in the 1.55 um band) from the OLT device 12
through the light input end 20a. The WDM coupler 21 outputs
this downstream optical signal Sd from the light input/output
end 215. The light input/output end 215 is optically coupled
with the optical branching coupler 22 described later, and this
downstream optical signal Sd is output to the optical branch-
ing coupler 22. The light input/output end 2154 also receives
an upstream optical signal Su (in the 1.3 pm band) from the
optical branching coupler 22. The WDM coupler 21 outputs
the upstream optical signal Su having a wavelength different
from that of the downstream optical signal Sd from the light
output end 21¢ while preventing this upstream optical signal
Su from reaching the light input end 21a.

The optical branching couplers 22 to 24 each have a con-
figuration of an X optical branching coupler. That is, the
optical branching coupler 22 includes a pair of light input/
output ends 22a, 225 and another pair of light input/output
ends 22¢, 22d. The optical branching coupler 22 branches
light output from one of the light input/output ends 22a, 225
to the light input/output ends 22¢, 22d and branches light
input from one of the light input/output ends 22c¢, 224 to the
light input/output ends 22a, 22b. Similarly, the optical
branching coupler 23 includes a pair of light input/output
ends 234, 23b and another pair of light input/output ends 23c¢,
23d. The optical branching coupler 23 branches light input
from one of the light input/output ends 23a, 235 to the light
input/output ends 23¢, 234 and branches light input from one
of the light input/output ends 23c¢, 23d to the light input/
output ends 23a, 23b. The optical branching coupler 24 also
includes a pair of light input/output ends 24a, 245 and another
pair of light input/output ends 24¢, 24d. The optical branching
coupler 24 branches light input from one of the light input/
output ends 24a, 245 to the light input/output ends 24c, 24d
and branches light input from one of the light input/output
ends 24c, 24d to the light input/output ends 24a, 245.

The optical branching coupler 22 is a first-stage optical
branching coupler in the present embodiment. One of the
light input/output ends 22a, 22b of the optical branching
coupler 22 (in the present embodiment, the light input/output
end 22a) is optically coupled to the light input/output end 215
of the WDM coupler 21. The optical branching couplers 23
and 24 are second-stage optical branching couplers in the
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present embodiment. In the present embodiment, the second
stage is the final stage because the number of the optical
branching couplers in the optical branching coupler group
25A is three. One of the light input/output ends 23a, 235 of
the optical branching coupler 23 (in the present embodiment,
the light input/output end 235) is optically coupled to the light
input/output end 22¢ of the optical branching coupler 22 at the
previous stage. One of the light input/output ends 24a, 245 of
the optical branching coupler 24 (in the present embodiment,
the light input/output end 24a) is optically coupled to the light
input/output end 224 of the optical branching coupler 22 at
the previous stage. The light input/output ends 23¢ and 23d of
the optical branching coupler 23 and the light input/output
ends 24c¢ and 24d of the optical branching coupler 24 are
optically coupled to the four light input/output ends 20¢ of the
optical branching/synthesizing device 20A.

The optical combiner 26 is optically coupled to the other of
the light input/output ends 22a, 225 of the optical branching
coupler 22 (in the present embodiment, the light input/output
end 225), the other of the light input/output ends 23a, 2356 of
the optical branching coupler 23 (in the present embodiment,
the light input/output end 23a), the other of the light input/
output ends 24a, 245 of the optical branching coupler 24 (in
the present embodiment, the light input/output end 245), and
the light output end 21¢ of the WDM coupler 21 to combine
light output from these light input/output ends 225, 23a, 245,
and light output end 21c¢. The optical combiner 26 is prefer-
ably configured with, for example, a multi-mode optical fiber
or a multi core optical fiber. The optical combiner 26 is
optically coupled to the light output end 205, so that the
combined light is output to the OLT device 12 (see FIG. 1)
through the light output end 2056. The optical combiner 26
may be configured with a photodetector element such as a
photodiode. In this case, the intensity of the combined light is
converted into an electrical signal by the photodetector ele-
ment, and this electrical signal is sent to the OLT device 12.

The operation of the optical branching/synthesizing device
20A having the above-described configuration will be
described for each case of the downstream optical signal Sd
and the upstream optical signal Su.

<Operation for Downstream Signal>

When a downstream optical signal Sd is output from the
OLT device 12, first, this downstream optical signal Sd is
input to the light input end 21a of the WDM coupler 21,
passed through the WDM coupler 21, and output from the
light input/output end 215. The downstream optical signal Sd
is thereafter input to the optical branching coupler group 25A.
In this optical branching coupler group 25A, the downstream
optical signal Sd is first input to the light input/output end 22a
of the optical branching coupler 22. The downstream optical
signal Sd is then branched into two in the optical branching
coupler 22, and these downstream optical signals Sd are out-
put from the light input/output ends 22¢, 224 of the optical
branching coupler 22.

The downstream optical signal Sd output from the light
input/output end 22¢ of the optical branching coupler 22 is
input to the light input/output end 235 of the optical branching
coupler 23. This downstream optical signal Sd is then further
branched into two downstream optical signals Sd in the opti-
cal branching coupler 23, and these two downstream optical
signals Sd are output from the light input/output ends 23c,
23d of the optical branching coupler 23. The downstream
optical signal Sd output from the light input/output end 224 of
the optical branching coupler 22 is input to the light input/
output end 24a of the optical branching coupler 24. This
downstream optical signal Sd is then further branched into
two downstream optical signals Sd in the optical branching
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coupler 24, and these two downstream optical signals Sd are
output from the light input/output ends 24c¢, 244 of the optical
branching coupler 24.

As described above, the downstream optical signal Sd
input to the optical branching coupler group 25A is branched
every time being input to the first-stage and second-stage
optical branching couplers 22 to 24, and is divided into a total
of four downstream optical signals Sd. The four downstream
optical signals Sd are input to each ONU device 13 through
four optical splitters 30 (see FIG. 1.).

<Operation for Upstream Signal>

When an upstream optical signal Su is output from an ONU
device 13, this upstream optical signal Su is first input to one
of'the light input/output ends 23c¢, 23d (or one of 24¢, 24d) of
the second-stage optical branching coupler 23 (or 24). The
upstream optical signal Su is then branched into two upstream
optical signals Su in the optical branching coupler 23 (or 24),
and these upstream optical signals Su are output from the light
input/output ends 23a, 235 (or 24a, 24b) of the optical
branching coupler 23 (or 24).

Among them, the upstream optical signal Su output from
the light input/output end 235 (or 24a) is input to the light
input/output end 22¢ (or 224) of the optical branching coupler
22 atthe previous stage and further branched into two, which
in turn are output from the light input/output ends 22a, 225 of
the optical branching coupler 22. The upstream optical signal
Su output from the light input/output end 22a of the optical
branching coupler 22 is input to the light input/output end 215
of the WDM coupler 21, passed through the WDM coupler
21, and output from the light output end 21c.

The upstream optical signals Su branched in the optical
branching coupler 23 (or 24) and 22 and output from the light
input/output end 23a (or 24b) and 225 are collected together
with the upstream optical signal Su output from the light
output end 21¢ of the WDM coupler 21 in the optical com-
biner 26. The upstream optical signals Su collected in the
optical combiner 26 are sent to the OLT device 12 through the
light output end 204.

The above-described advantageous effects achieved by the
optical branching/synthesizing device 20A will be described.
As described above, the upstream optical signal Su from each
of the ONU devices 13 is first branched into two in the
second-stage optical branching coupler 23 (or 24). Here, the
intensity of the branched upstream optical signal Su is about
14 (-3 dB) of that before the branching One of these upstream
optical signals Su is then further branched into two in the
first-stage optical branching coupler 22, so that the intensity
of the branched upstream optical signal Su is about Y4. How-
ever, in the optical branching/synthesizing device 20A, the
upstream optical signal Su (at an intensity of about 2) output
from the light input/output end 23a (or 245) of the second-
stage optical branching coupler 23 (or 24) and the upstream
optical signal Su (at an intensity of about %4) output from the
light input/output end 225 of the first-stage optical branching
coupler 22 are collected in the optical combiner 26 and sent to
the OLT device 12. The intensity of the upstream optical
signal Su sent to the OLT device 12 is therefore about 3% of the
intensity before input to the optical branching/synthesizing
device 20A. By contrast, for example, in the conventional
device shown in FIG. 5, in a case where the number of
branches is four, the intensity of the upstream optical signal is
about %4 of that before branching. As described above, the
optical branching/synthesizing device 20A in the present
embodiment can reduce a loss (attenuation) of the upstream
optical signal Su in the optical branching couplers 22 to 24
and maintain a sufficient intensity of the upstream optical
signal Su received at the OLT device 12.
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The actual intensity of the upstream optical signal Su
obtained in the optical combiner 26 is further reduced when
considering losses such as a loss in the inside of the optical
branching couplers 22 to 24 and a coupling loss produced
between the optical branching coupler 22 and the optical
branching couplers 23 and 24. The advantageous effects
achieved by the optical branching/synthesizing device 20A in
the present embodiment as described above nevertheless
remain the same relative to the conventional device. Although
in the foregoing description, the upstream optical signal Su is
branched evenly in each of the optical branching couplers 22
to 24 for the ease of understanding, the upstream optical
signal Su is not always branched evenly in a case where the
optical branching characteristics of the optical branching
couplers 22 to 24 are defined with respect to the wavelength
band of the downstream optical signal Sd. However, even in
such a case, the optical branching/synthesizing device 20A in
the present embodiment can maintain a sufficient intensity of
the upstream optical signal Su because the branched upstream
optical signals Su are collected in the optical combiner 26 for
output.

It is preferable that the WDM coupler 21 be provided
between the optical branching coupler group 25A and the
OLT device 12 as in the optical branching/synthesizing
device 20A in the present embodiment. The upstream optical
signal Su (at an intensity of about %) output from the light
input/output end 22a of the optical branching coupler 22 is
branched and sent to the optical combiner 26 by the WDM
coupler 21, whereby each upstream optical signal Su
branched over and over again when flowing back through the
optical branching couplers 22 to 24 is eventually collected in
the optical combiner 26. Accordingly, the intensity of the
upstream optical signal Su sent to the OLT device 12 can be
further brought closer to the intensity before input to the
optical branching/synthesizing device 20A. A loss (attenua-
tion) of the upstream optical signal Su therefore can be further
reduced.

Second Embodiment

FIG. 3 is a diagram showing a configuration of an optical
branching/synthesizing device 20B as a second embodiment
of'the optical branching/synthesizing device according to the
present invention. The optical branching/synthesizing device
20B in the present embodiment differs from the optical
branching/synthesizing device 20A in the first embodiment in
the number of downstream optical signals and the number of
WDM couplers. More specifically, the optical branching/
synthesizing device 20B in the present embodiment further
includes a WDM coupler 27 in addition to the WDM coupler
21. The optical branching/synthesizing device 20B in the
present embodiment further includes a light input end 204 in
addition to the light input end 20a.

The light input ends 20a and 204 are coupled to the OLT
device 12. The light input end 20a receives a downstream
optical signal Sd, from the OLT device 12, and the light input
end 20d receives a downstream optical signal Sd, from the
OLT device 12. The downstream optical signals Sd, and Sd,
have wavelengths different from each other. Examples of the
wavelength band of the downstream optical signal Sd, are the
1.49 um band and the 1.57 um band, and an example of the
wavelength band of the downstream optical signal Sd, is the
1.55 pm band. The downstream optical signal in the 1.55 um
band is typically an analog optical signal, and those in the
1.57 um band and the 1.49 um band are digital optical signals
(the Internet optical signal).
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The WDM coupler 27 includes light input ends 27a and
27b and a light output end 27¢. The light input end 27a is
optically coupled to the light input end 20a and receives the
downstream optical signal Sd; from the OLT device 12
through the light input end 20a. The light input end 275 is
optically coupled to the light input end 20d and receives the
downstream optical signal Sd, from the OLT device 12
through the light input end 20d4. The WDM coupler 27 com-
bines these downstream optical signals Sd, and Sd, for output
to the light output end 27¢. The light output end 27¢ is opti-
cally coupled to the light input end 21a of the WDM coupler
21, and these downstream optical signals Sd, and Sd, are
output to the WDM coupler 21. The downstream optical
signals Sd, and Sd, follow the same path as the downstream
optical signal Sd in the first embodiment and are output from
the four light input/output ends 20c.

Even when the downstream optical signals of a plurality of
wavelength bands (the 1.49 um band, the 1.55 pm band, and
the 1.57 um band) are input to the optical branching coupler
group 25A as in the present embodiment, those wavelength
bands and the wavelength band (the 1.3 um band) of the
upstream optical signal Su are different from each other, and,
therefore, the upstream optical signals Su are suitably col-
lected in the optical combiner 26. The same advantageous
effects as in the optical branching/synthesizing device 20A in
the first embodiment therefore can be achieved.

Third Embodiment

FIG. 4 is a diagram showing a configuration of an optical
branching/synthesizing device 20C as a third embodiment of
the optical branching/synthesizing device according to the
present invention. The optical branching/synthesizing device
20C in the present embodiment differs from the optical
branching/synthesizing device 20A in the first embodiment in
the number of optical branching couplers included in the
optical branching coupler group. More specifically, the opti-
cal branching coupler group 25B of the optical branching/
synthesizing device 20C in the present embodiment further
includes four optical branching couplers 31 to 34 in addition
to three optical branching couplers 22 to 24 in the first
embodiment.

The optical branching couplers 31 to 34 are third-stage
optical branching couplers in the present embodiment. In the
present embodiment, this third stage is the final stage, and the
optical branching couplers 23, 24 are intermediate-stage opti-
cal branching couplers. The light input/output ends 315, 324,
33b, and 34a of the optical branching couplers 31 to 34 are
optically coupled to the light input/output ends 23¢, 234 and
24c, 24d, respectively, of the optical branching couplers 23
and 24 at the previous stage. The light input/output ends 31c,
31d, 32¢,32d, 33¢, 33d, 34¢, and 34d of the optical branching
couplers 31 to 34 are optically coupled to the eight light
input/output ends 20c of the optical branching/synthesizing
device 20C.

The downstream optical signal Sd input to the optical
branching coupler group 25B is branched every time being
input to the first to third-stage optical branching couplers 22
to 24 and 31 to 34, and divided into a total of eight down-
stream optical signals Sd. The eight downstream optical sig-
nals Sd are sent to each ONU device 13 through eight optical
splitters 30 (see FIG. 1).

The optical combiner 26 in the present embodiment is
optically coupled with the light input/output ends 31a, 325,
33a, and 345 of the optical branching couplers 31 to 34, in
addition to the light input/output ends 225, 23a, and 245 of the
optical branching couplers 22 to 24 and the light output end
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21c of the WDM coupler 21, to combine the upstream optical
signals Su output from those light input/output ends. The
combined upstream optical signals Su are output to the OLT
device 12 (see FIG. 1) through the light output end 204.

The optical branching couplers included in the optical
branching coupler group may be configured in three or more
stages as in the present embodiment. More specifically, the
optical branching coupler group may include the first-stage
optical branching coupler (the optical branching coupler 22 in
the present embodiment) receiving a downstream optical sig-
nal at one of the light input/output ends from the OLT device
12, and the second to N-th stage (where N is an integer equal
to or greater than two. In the present embodiment, N=3)
optical branching couplers each including the first light input/
output ends one of which is coupled to the light input/output
end of the optical branching coupler at the previous stage.
Because of inclusion of the optical branching coupler group
having such a configuration, the optical branching/synthesiz-
ing device can reduce a loss (attenuation) of the upstream
optical signal Su in a plurality of optical branching couplers
and maintain a sufficient intensity of the upstream optical
signal Su received at the OLT device 12, as described in the
first embodiment. In the case where optical branching cou-
plers in three or more stages are included as in the present
embodiment, the WDM coupler 27 may be further included
as in the second embodiment.

The present invention has been described in details above
based on the embodiments. The present invention, however, is
not limited to the foregoing embodiments. The present inven-
tion is susceptible to various modifications within a scope not
departing from the spirit of the invention. For example,
although the optical branching/synthesizing device provided
in a base station has been illustrated in each of the foregoing
embodiments, the optical branching/synthesizing device
according to the present invention may be applied to an opti-
cal splitter (the optical splitter 30 in the first embodiment)
outside of a base station.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

10 . . . optical distribution network, 11 . . . base station,
12...0LT device, 13 ... ONU device, 20A to 20C . . . optical
branching/synthesizing device, 21, 27 . . . WDM coupler, 22
t024,31t0 34 ... optical branching coupler, 25A, 25B optical
branching coupler group, 26 . . . optical combiner, 30 . . .
optical splitter, Sd . . . downstream optical signal, Su . . .
upstream optical signal.

The invention claimed is:

1. An optical branching/synthesizing device for use in an
optical distribution network in which optical communication
is performed between an OLT device on a base station side
and a plurality of ONU devices on a subscriber side, the
optical branching/synthesizing device comprising:

a first-stage optical branching coupler that is an optical
branching coupler including a pair of first light input/
output ends and a pair of second light input/output ends,
branching light input from one of the pair of first light
input/output ends to the pair of second light input/output
ends, and branching light input from one of the pair of
second light input/output ends to the pair of first light
input/output ends, and receives a downstream optical
signal having a first wavelength at one of the pair of first
light input/output ends from the OLT device;

a final-stage optical branching coupler that is an optical
branching coupler including a pair of third light input/
output ends and a pair of fourth light input/output ends,
branching light input from one of the pair of third light
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input/output ends to the pair of fourth light input/output
ends, and branching light input from one of the pair of
fourth light input/output ends to the pair of third light
input/output ends, in which the pair of fourth light input/
output ends transmits the downstream signal to each
ONU device and receives an upstream optical signal
having a second wavelength from each ONU device;

an optical combiner that combines the upstream optical
signals output from the other of the pair of first light
input/output ends of the first-stage optical branching
coupler and from the other of the pair of third light
input/output ends of the final-stage optical branching
coupler; and

an intermediate-stage optical branching coupler that is an

optical branching coupler including a pair of sixth light
input/output a pair of seventh light input/output ends,
branching light input from one of the pair of sixth light
input/output ends to the pair of seventh light input/out-
put ends, and branching light input from one of the pair
of seventh light input/output ends to the pair of sixth
light input/output ends, in which one of the pair of sixth
light input/output ends is optically coupled to one of the
second light input/output ends of the first-stage optical
branching coupler, and one of the pair of seventh light
input/output ends is optically coupled to one of the pair
of third light input/output ends of the final-stage optical
branching coupler,

wherein the optical combiner further combines the

upstream optical signal output from the other of the pair
of sixth light input/output ends of the intermediate-stage
optical branching coupler.

2. The optical branching/synthesizing device according to
claim 1, further comprising a first wavelength division cou-
pler including a first light input end receiving the downstream
optical signal from the OLT device, a fifth light input/output
end optically coupled to one of the first light input/output ends
of'the first-stage optical branching coupler for outputting the
downstream optical signal and receiving the upstream optical
signal, and a first light output end outputting the upstream
optical signal input from the fifth light input/output end,
wherein

the optical combiner further combines the upstream optical

signal output from the first light output end of the first
wavelength division coupler.

3. The optical branching/synthesizing device according to
claim 2, further comprising a second wavelength division
coupler including second and third light input ends receiving
downstream optical signals having wavelengths different
from each other from the OLT device, and a second light
output end outputting a downstream signal produced by com-
bining the downstream signals having different wavelengths.

4. The optical branching/synthesizing device according to
claim 1, wherein the first wavelength is a wavelength included
in a range of not less than 1.48 pm to not more than 1.58 pm,
and the second wavelength is a wavelength included in a
range of not less than 1.26 um to not more than 1.36 pm.

5. The optical branching/synthesizing device according to
claim 1, wherein the optical combiner includes a multi-mode
optical fiber.

6. The optical branching/synthesizing device according to
claim 1, wherein the optical combiner includes a multi core
optical fiber.

7. The optical branching/synthesizing device according to
claim 1, wherein the optical combiner includes a photodetec-
tor element.
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8. An optical branching/synthesizing device for an optical
distribution network between an OLT device and a plurality
of ONU devices, the optical branching/synthesizing device
comprising:

a first-stage optical coupler including a first pair of input/
output ends and a second pair of input/output ends, the
first-stage optical coupler receiving downstream light
from the OLT device at one end of the first pair of
input/output ends and branching the downstream light
so as to output the branched downstream light from both
ends of the second pair of input/output ends;

a final-stage optical coupler including a third pair of input/
output ends and a fourth pair of input/output ends, the
final-stage optical coupler receiving upstream light from
one of the plurality of ONU devices at one end of the
fourth pair of light input/output ends and branching the
upstream light so as to output branched upstream light
from both ends of'the third pair of input/output ends, one
end of the third pair of input/output ends of the final-
stage optical coupler being optically coupled to one end
of the second pair of input/output ends of the first-stage
optical coupler; and

an optical combiner optically coupled to, an other end of
the first pair of input/output ends of the first-stage optical
coupler and to an other end of the third pair of input/
output ends of the final-stage optical coupler,

wherein the first-stage optical coupler receives the
branched upstream light from the final-stage optical
coupler at the one end of the second pair of input/output
ends and branches the branched upstream light once
again so as to output further branched upstream light
from both ends of the first pair of input/output ends,

wherein the optical combiner combines the further
branched upstream light output from the other end of the
first pair of light input/output ends of the first-stage
optical coupler and the branched upstream light from the
other end of the third pair of light input/output ends of
the final-stage optical coupler.

9. The optical branching/synthesizing device according to
claim 8, wherein the one end of the third pair of input/output
ends of the final-stage optical coupler is optically coupled to
the one end of the second pair of input/output ends of the
first-stage optical coupler in a direct way or through an other
optical device.

10. The optical branching/synthesizing device according to
claim 8, further comprising a first wavelength division cou-
pler including a first input end receiving the downstream light
from the OLT device, a fifth input/output end optically
coupled to the one end of the first pair of light input/output
ends of the first-stage optical coupler and receiving the further
branched light from the first-stage optical coupler, and a first
output end coupled to the optical combiner and outputting the
further branched upstream light,
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wherein the optical combiner combines the further
branched upstream light output from the first output end
of the first wavelength division coupler with the further
branched upstream light from the first-stage optical cou-
pler and the branched upstream light from the final-stage
optical coupler.

11. The optical branching/synthesizing device according to
claim 10, further comprising a second wavelength division
coupler including second and third input ends each receiving
downstream light having wavelengths different from each
other from the OLT device, and a second output end output-
ting a downstream light produced by combining the down-
stream light having different wavelengths.

12. The optical branching/synthesizing device according to
claim 8, further comprising an intermediate-stage optical
coupler arranged between the first-stage optical coupler and
the final-stage optical coupler and including a sixth pair of
input/output ends and a seventh pair of input/output ends, the
intermediate-stage optical coupler receiving the branched
upstream light from the final-stage optical coupler at the one
end of the seventh pair of input/output ends and branches the
branched upstream light once again so as to output further
branched upstream light from both ends of the sixth pair of
input/output ends, in which one end of the sixth pair of input/
output ends is optically coupled to the one end of the second
pair of input/output ends of the first-stage optical coupler,

wherein the optical combiner combines the further

upstream light output from an other end of the sixth pair
of input/output ends of the intermediate-stage optical
coupler with the further branched upstream light from
the first-stage optical coupler and the branched upstream
light from the final-stage optical coupler.

13. The optical branching/synthesizing device according to
claim 8, wherein the downstream light has a wavelength in a
range of not less than 1.48 um to not more than 1.58 um, and
the upstream light has a wavelength in a range of not less than
1.26 pm to not more than 1.36 pm.

14. The optical branching/synthesizing device according to
claim 8, wherein the optical combiner includes at least one of
a multi-mode optical fiber and a multi core optical fiber.

15. The optical branching/synthesizing device according to
claim 8, wherein the optical combiner includes a photodetec-
tor element.

16. An optical distribution network comprising;

the optical branching/synthesizing device according to

claim 8;

an OLT device arranged at a base station side; and

a plurality of ONU devices arranged at a subscriber side,

wherein the OLT device is optically coupled to one port of

the optical branching/synthesizing device and each of
the plurality of ONU devices is optically coupled to each
of the other ports of the optical branching/synthesizing
device.



